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Leipzig University is one of the oldest tertiary
education institutions in Europe and reputed
for their strategic communication, while Ohio
University, well-known for their journalism
programme, also has over 200 years of history.
Geographically, we are three points on the
map forming a triangle that spans Asia,
Europe and the US, helping to foster stronger
international exchanges.

Since 2015, the School has organized study
trips for more than a hundred undergraduate
and postgraduate students to Leipzig
University and Ohio University. During one

of the 1-week exchanges at Ohio University,
students of HKBU and Leipzig University
were allowed to attend any lecture offered to
communication students of Ohio University.
Students had a chance to stay with their

host families for the entirety of the trip to
experience the local culture. Cultural activities
included visiting an Amish Market and a
rehearsal of the Marching Band of Ohio
University, which ranks one of the best in

the country, as well as attending an African-
Indian dinner in one of the professors’ homes.
This kind of global experience enables our
students to gain first-hand experience and
the multi-dimensional understanding of the
life, studies and culture of a different country.
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In return, the School has received students
from Leipzig University and Ohio University. Up
until this year, HKBU has hosted participants
from Leipzig University and Ohio University for
five times already. The Future Science Leaders
Research Workshop was organised under the
collaboration of the Centre for Media and
Communication Research at the School of
Communication with Leipzig University in
Germany, Ohio University in the United States
and Zhejiang University in China in late 2015.

The three-day conference aimed at providing
a platform for exchange among academics,
educators and advanced doctoral students
on the latest development path of research
practice. It also offered the participants the
opportunities to discuss the future 4-way
collaboration on a variety of academically
and socially enriching activities, such as
symposiums, research projects and study
tours.

Since the establishment of the Clobal Triangle,
the Capstone Class has been a joint initiative
by the School, Institute of Communication
and Media Studies, Leipzig University and
E.W. Scripps School of Journalism, Ohio
University to expand both the academic

and professional education among both
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undergraduate and graduate students from
the US, Europe, and Asia. It is hosted between
the three universities.

The Capstone Class comprises a series of
seminar sessions conducted by professors from
all three institutions, which includes lectures
on social media analysis, strategic online
communication, international journalism,

and branding and advertising which provide
insights into recent international research as
well as applied case study exercises. Emerging
technologies such as big data automation and
virtual reality in corporate communications
are the emphasis of the programme. Such
international collaboration has helped
broaden participants’ horizons, built their
global knowledge and cultural competency.

It is the hopes of the School to expand from
the Global Triangle to create more such
triangular relationships with top universities

in other regions, so that more students and
faculty will be able to benefit and gain insights
from these international collaborations at
various levels.
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SITY OF MISSOURI AND
NICATION STUDIES STUDENTS

The Missouri Culture Programme is the result
of the collaboration between the Department
of Communication Studies and the University
of Missouri. Students from both universities
team up and work on a campaign project
together for an international agency in Hong
Kong. In early summmer this year, around

ten students from the University of Missouri
partnered up with ten of our Public Relations
and Advertising majors to collaborate on an
ice-cream campaign project for McCann &
Spencer Hong Kong's client Nestle.

All groups spent two weeks to develop
respective recommendations for their clients.
Each group had to present their campaign
plan ideas to Nestle to select a winning group.
The students’ dedication, commitment,
enthusiasm and cooperation were impressive
and outstanding. During the programme,
students and faculty from the Department
of Communication Studies brought their
guests to M.C. Box, a fusion of the modern
supermarket and the traditional wet market
under Link Real Estate Investment Trust (Link
REIT), to have a taste of the local culture.
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ACADEMY OF FILM COLLABORATED

EMERSON COLLEGE AND THE CITY
UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

A delegation visit to the United States was
held during Easter in 2018 between the
Academy of Film and two renowned film
schools in the United States, the Department
of Visual Arts of Emerson College and Hunter
College of The City University of New York.
Students from all three schools collaborated
on a film project and presented a screening
held at Emerson College and Hunter College,
featuring short films on the theme of “Home”,
followed by a discussion.

Displayed films covered various genres
including fiction, documentary, experimental
and animation. Students from Hong Kong
and the United States exchanged views

on numerous topics, such as culture, living
environment and sense of identity. The project
was fruitful in fostering lively interactions
among students from culturally diverse
backgrounds.

The delegation also visited another top film
school, Tisch School of the Arts of New York
University, Harvard University and a number of
art museums, including Museum of Fine Arts
Boston and Museum of Modern Arts, to better
understand the creative arts in that area and
the local culture.

Emerson College and Hunter College made
their return visits to HKBU in 2018 April

and September respectively for the “‘Home”
Project screening presented by the Academy
of Film. During the visit, Professor Martin
Lucas from Hunter College delivered a talk
titled “Documentary and the Traumatized
Subject: toward a new ethics’, sharing his
experiences as a documentarian making
films. He suggested how the part played by
disaster testimony and the witness needs to
be re-examined for the construction of a valid
ethical film practice.
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Study tours and exchange programmes are an integral part
of the learning experience for the students of the School of
Communication. We encourage all students to go on study
tours and exchange programmes to enrich their overseas
experience and broaden their international perspectives.
Each year, the School, along with the Department of
Journalism, the Department of Communication Studies,
and the Academy of Film organise study tours to different
parts of the world for learning exchange.

ADIAN UNIVERSITY DUBAI

JULIA K[] Public Relation, Year &4

My expectation about Dubai was that it is a luxurious place
with many skyscrapers and advanced technology, and
people are rich living an indulgent lifestyle. It is partly true
as | have discovered another side of Dubai during the trip.

In terms of architecture, there are undoubtedly many
skyscrapers with an aesthetic design that cannot be found
in other places, such as the Burj Khalifa and the Dubai
Frame. Unlike Hong Kong, buildings in Dubai employ
curvy designs and almost every building is uniquely
designed. Apart from the modern architecture, there is
the ‘Old Dubai’ with traditional architecture, including the
Historical District near Al Fahidi Historical Neigbourhood
and the Old Souk. To me, Dubai presents a picture of
individual houses built with rough walls.

SHIRLEY CHONG

Former Director of Rankings and International Development,
Canadian University Dubai
( PRA alumna, Class of 1993 )

During my term with CUD, as Director of Rankings and
International Development at CUD, | was responsible for
building networks and forging academic collaborations
with universities in Asia.

HKBU is the first university that | brought in a CUD
summer school programme for students of the School
of Commmunication. 35 students from the School came in
June this year to experience the Middle East culture and
learn more about the media and PR industries in Dubai.
As the Expo 2020 hosted in Dubai is coming up soon,
students had the valuable opportunity to visit the Expo
office and gained a good understanding of the planning
and preparation of such a big event that the whole world
is eyeing on.

WONG KA WAH Adyvertising, Year 2

The most impressive experience for me was Ramadan
because it allowed me to have a better understanding of
the cultural differences. Dubai is a multi-cultural city with
people from different countries, cultures and religions.
What | have learnt was how to embrace and respect the
differences between different cultures. During Ramadan,
we could not eat or drink after sunrise and before sunset
to respect the Muslims. | could not adapt to it at first, but
| reminded myself to respect the Dubai culture because
this part of the world belongs to them.

YALIN ZENG vearn

At the end of the programme, we all had to present

advertising campaigns that promote Dubai in Hong Kong Sut.0f-Home adverti
or Mainland China. Our strategy was to promote living on the bench of the
and travelling in Dubai — an easy, fun and diverse city — , bai is not complete
by showing the real-life experiences of Chinese people in

Dubai through a live stream video platform and outdoor

advertising. Our tagline, “D bai is not complete without

U” shows the hospitality of Dubai people and enables the

audience to be highly engaged by making them feel that

they are very much needed to complete Dubai.




SPAIN REPORTING TRIP

SHARUN PUN International Journalism, Year 3

Hola from Spain! With a range of visits and exchange in Madrid and
Barcelona, the reporting trip was a valuable chance to expand our story
coverage beyond Hong Kong.

Some students did stories about bull-fighting in Madrid by watching
one of the races at Plaza de Toros. Some spent their time at a protest
organised by H&M factory workers. Our team chose to immerse ourselves
in Barcelona'’s artistic buildings by working on a feature story about “the
God'’s architect” Antoni Gaudi.

Though we were only in Spain for a week, the experience was definitely
helpful for us to gain new insights by comparing things in Hong Kong
with that in Spain. It was also a golden opportunity for us to practice our
journalistic skills in a place that we were not used to within limited time.

SALLY CHEUNG Chinese Journalism, Year 3

The most memorable experience about our Spain reporting trip was visiting
the major independent party, Catalan National Assembly. During the visit,
Christopher Bostyn, the CNA International Relations Officer, talked about
the party’s development, difficulties it's facing and its future vision etc.

This reporting trip allowed journalism students to experience how foreign

media organizations function, as well as learning and applying their
reporting techniques to enhance our own reporting. T

NY WANG Data & Media Communication, Year 2

Smart City Barcelona has developed into a citizen and environmental-
friendly metropolis. It spared the centre of city blocks for pedestrians rather
than for vehicles — these blocks are called Superblocks. The Urban Mobility
Plan demonstrates that this city values civil rights the most.







VERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

ANDY MlU Public Relations, Year 3

Participating in the Vancouver Summer Program
(VSP) offered by the University of British Columbia
(UBC), Canada was an amazing experience. |
attended two courses — international marketing
and international business. The reason why

| decided to study in an unfamiliar field was
because | wanted to equip myself with knowledge
in other areas. | was impressed with one of the
lecturers’ teaching. He elaborated on all the
marketing terms with examples, making the
learning process as interesting as he could. He also
encouraged us to raise any questions we had. The
learning atmosphere made me feel comfortable to
express my opinions and trained me to be open-
minded to accept new ideas.

The UBC campus is very attractive, with a variety
of facilities that can be used by the VSP students,
such as the swimming pool in the Aquatic Centre,
gym room in the UBC Life Building and the skating
rink in Thunderbird Arena.

NTERNATIONAIL

SUMMER INTERNSHIF

ANGIE CHAN International Journalism, Year 3

| began my 3-month internship in mid-May at The
New York Times right after the semester was over.

| have been in charge of two roles in the global
offices on the trending news around the world and
keeping track of what the newsroom has achieved
during the day. | have also gained several bylines
working on stories by myself and also with my
seniors.

My most memorable experience thus far has to be
the blind dragon boat team visual story | worked
on around Dragon Boat Festival. Not only did |

get to go on a dragon boat which | never even
imagined, | learnt about the potential conflicts
that happens in a newsroom, which has given me
a sense of how to better myself as a journalism
student in a leadership position in our practicum,
The Young Reporter magazine.

Among the communication professionals that the School
has nurtured, many of them had chosen to pursue further
studies in the areas of journalism, government and politics,
gender studies, feminist studies etc. No matter where they
set foot, it has broadened their international perspectives
from their classrooms and campus life.

OVERSEAS

POSTGRADUATE STUDIES

NORTH AMERICA
UNITED STATES

Harvard University

Stanford University
Columbia University
University of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania State University
Northwestern University
University of Michigan
Washington State University
University of Texas at Austin

School for International Training, Vermont

ASIA
SOUTH KOREA

- Yonsei University

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM

University of Oxford
University of Cambridge

OCEANIA
AUSTRALIA

Monash University




Class of 2015

Major : Broadcast Journalism
Further studies : Doctoral Studies
in Communication Studies
University of Michigan (awarded
The Women'’s Foundation Hong
Kong Scholarship)

Recently completed a Master of
Philosophy in Gender studies at
the University of Cambridge

Having recently completed her Master of
Philosophy in Gender Studies at the University
of Cambridge, Natalie Ngai, our 2015 Broadcast
Journalism graduate, will continue to

embark on her academic journey to her next
destination — University of Michigan.

Because of the solid academic training and
support from the Department of Journalism
over her 4 years of studies, Natalie has grown
into a young international scholar who is
now confident to engage her works with the
world. The ethos that she has learned is to be
open to different perspectives before making
a judgment, which made her braver in facing
criticisms and adversities.

Moreover, Natalie’s studies at Cambridge have
enabled her to consolidate the values to which
she holds dear — humility and openness, in her
attempt to establish and maintain a healthy
relationship with her six flatmates from five
continents, and exchange new ideas with a
student in Polar Studies regarding her research
at one of the many Cambridge formal dinners.

Studying Gender Studies at Cambridge is

a springboard for Natalie to bounce higher
in the academia by exploring a new realm

in Communication Studies, with a focus in
feminist studies. As she is well-aware that
academic research in Commmunications is
becoming increasingly transnational, once
again, she is determined to undertake her
doctoral studies overseas. As a fertile ground
for feminist media studies, Natalie chose the
University of Michigan to further her research
in feminist studies. As she understands very
well from her Cambridge experience that
studying and working overseas requires

her to adjust herself at full scale, with that
mindset, she is excited about the challenges
that the University of Michigan will bring. As
a self-proclaimed feminist researcher, what

she will bring with her to Michigan is her
critical mind to analyse the underlying power
relations arising from world inequalities, her
sensitivity to cultural diversity, and her feisty
spirit to engage in heated academic debates.

As one of the few international students

in the Department of Communication
Studies at the University of Michigan,
Natalie stated that she will certainly take
pains to put forward a more international
research agenda. To increase the
challenge, other than her own research,
Natalie will also serve as an instructor

for a few undergraduate courses in

the department, which she foresees

the challenge of having to overcome
many language and cultural barriers.
Nevertheless, Natalie is ready to embrace
all the challenges that will come along
with her doctoral studies at Michigan.
Through these experiences, Natalie
believes that she will become more
prepared for her career in the academia,
as well as more reflexive about the issue
of cultural diversity.



Class of 2017

Major : International Journalism

Further studies : Master in Public Policy, Harvard
Kennedy School, Harvard University

Class of 2017

Major : International Journalism

Further studies : Master of Science in Journalism,
Columbia Journalism School, Columbia University

How had the journalism education provided by HKBU and
your student exchange and intern experiences helped you
with your studies at Harvard and Columbia respectively?

The four years | have spent as a journalism student at HKBU have shaped
me as a person. My teachers have taught me to be honest and hard-working, and to
uphold the highest journalistic standards. My exchange semester at London, and my
internship with The International New York Times have opened so many doors for me,
and eventually led me to study at Harvard.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to my professors at HKBU, as
well as the student exchange programme and internship opportunity provided
by the university. | learned basic knowledge and skills about almost every aspect
of professional journalism at the School. Being the deputy editor of our student
newspaper helped prepare me for my internship at Reuters News Agency and
China National Radio. These professional trainings were crucial for my application to
Columbia Journalism School (CJS) and gave me directions for my further studies.

Why did you choose to apply to Harvard or Columbia in
the first place? What are the things that attracted you to
Harvard or Columbia?

Growing up in Mainland China, at a very young age, | have been aspiring to
be a journalist. My alma mater taught me the professional ethics and journalism skills
required to be a good reporter. | chose to apply to Harvard Kennedy School (HKS) to
learn the knowledge and skill set needed to understand complex problems and to
craft concrete solutions.

Another reason why | applied to HKS is because | identify with the school’s values and
culture, and the curriculum of their Master in Public Policy really speaks to me. HKS
puts great emphasis on “asking what you can do” to help solve problems facing your
community, your country and the world. Their curriculum encompasses a wide variety
of subjects offering analytical frameworks, quantitative tools, leadership skills, ethics
and so on.

| had done mostly breaking news stories in my undergraduate years, and |
hoped to continue my studies at CJS to gain in-depth knowledge about investigative
techniques and publish long-form reporting. | was amazed by the wide range
of classes offered, allowing me to choose subjects where | can work on multiple
platforms, as well as the intensive hands-on training opportunities and investigative
reporting techniques offered by CJS. | felt | could bring my Chinese perspective with
a global outlook to spark interesting cultural discussions in the classroom. | hoped to
further practice and enhance my journalistic skills and contribute to press freedom.

i Y

pha

How were your experiences at Columbia? What were the
challenges and rewards of studying at Columbia?

The one-year programme at CJS, short but intensive, deepened my thoughts
and strengthened my skills in journalism. Being a journalist in the United States as a
non-native speaker was always a challenge. While improving my language skills, | had
to embrace myself in a new culture, acquiring as much information about the city and
country as possible. Without learning and researching deeply into the city's welfare
system, | could not have produced the long-form story about the difficulties young
people faced when aging out of the foster care system.

| found myself having a strong interest in reporting about people of a lower social class,
and hoping to tell their stories to raise awareness and inform policy making. | hoped
my future work could help expose truths concealed by the government and other
institutions of power, and ultimately help people make sound judgments in their lives.
Therefore, | wrote several stories focusing on people of ethnic minority, having mental
iliness, or being incarcerated.






